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Each month this year, we will feature one of our original members

on this page as part of celebrations of our 50th anniversary

Dr Dunworth with some of his Which? magazines
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was interested’

Inside
76 Ask the experts

Keith Galvau wants advice

on running a hot-water

system cost-effectively

78 Your letters

Double-decker trains,

road pricing and the

perfect porridge

79 Campaigns

The launch of our online

guide on cosmetic surgery

80 Brief cases

Our lawyers helped 

Martin Doughty when a

concert was cancelled

83 Contact Which?

All the numbers and

addresses you need

84 Question time

Prue Leith of the School

Food Trust on the growing

problem of obesity in kids 

■ February 2007 

Best Buy competition

The ten winners of a

Magicbox digital radio

were Mr G Birkbeck,

Middlesbrough; Mr R N

Gardner, Milton Keynes; 

Mr S Goan, Newry; Mr I H

Laurie, Oxon; Mr J P Lee,

Brentwood; Mr B C Price,

Bromley; Mr R C Roy,

Preston; Mr S Smith,

Leicester; Mr P D Vesey,

Bournemouth; and Mr Reg

Woods, Glasgow.

You could have forgiven 

Dr John Vernon Dunworth

CBE for failing to notice 

the launch in 1957 of a

small magazine aimed at

improving shoppers’ lives.

After all, the nuclear

physicist was head of the

reactor physics lab at the

Atomic Energy Research

Establishment at Harwell 

at the time. He had helped

with the development of

radar in the war and, in

1955, had been made 

a CBE. So he had a few

things on his mind.

But Dr Dunworth did

notice the new magazine,

launched by the then

Association for Consumer

Research, and was so

convinced such an

organisation was vital that

he joined from the start.

His government work

had shown him ‘the things

manufacturers got up to’

with contracts arranged via

‘the old-boy network’, and

he had resisted it. He said:

‘The bigger the lunch the

less I was interested.’ 

He had witnessed a

strong US consumer group

and felt the UK needed

such a body to speak up

for the public: ‘I was

concerned there should 

be an organisation not

unduly influenced by firms.’

Sadly, Which? was 

not around to test 

Dr Dunworth’s own first

experiments when, as a

boy, he and his elder

cousin put together their

own valve radio: ‘The first

station  that we picked was

Hilversum in Holland. I still

remember the excitement

of that.’

Dr Dunworth has

recently turned 90 and 

in the past 12 months has

bought a Which? Best Buy

washing machine, tumble

dryer and kettle.


