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Fitting a winder flight

From the BWF Stair Scheme 
It’s all in the badge….
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Installation of a timber staircase is critical and even 
a well designed staircase may cause problems or 
present a risk to the user if incorrectly installed.

To assist you the BWF has produced a range of 
documents including:

BWF Stair Scheme Top Tips for Installing a 
Staircase

BWF Stair Scheme full Installation Guide

BWF Stair Scheme Site Managers Checklist

All are available to download (for free) from:

www.bwfstairscheme.org.uk/stair-
installation/

Before you start

http://c0284814.myzen.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/stair-installation-guide-web-ready-final11.pdf
http://c0284814.myzen.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/bwf-stair-scheme-installation-guide-for-web.pdf
http://www.bwfstairscheme.org.uk/stair-installation/
http://www.bwfstairscheme.org.uk/stair-installation/
http://www.woodwindowalliance.com/medialibrary/uploads/Documents/pdf/WWA_A5_conservation_brochure_2015.pdf
http://www.woodwindowalliance.com/medialibrary/uploads/Documents/pdf/WWA_A5_conservation_brochure_2015.pdf
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Fitting a Winder Flight 
Step 1: Ensure all parts are present and correct and in good condition in 
accordance with guidance provided in the BWF Installation Guide. 

Step 2: Assemble the upper straight flight and locate and fix the string to 
the wall.  
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Fitting a Winder Flight
Step 3: Locate the tennon on the bottom of the upper string to its equivalent 
mortise hole in the newel post. The joint should have adhesive applied to all 
surfaces and dowels should be inserted into pre - drilled holes to secure the 
assembly. 
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Fitting a Winder Flight. 

Step 4: Slide the first winder tread into the string trenching from the back. The 
trenching should have adhesive applied to all faces and the wedges inserted to 
secure the tread. Note: The wedges should also be glued. Any excess adhesive 
should be removed with a damp cloth. 
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Step 5: Slide the first winder riser up into its housing on the newel and the string. 
Screw through the back of the riser into the tread. Note: Glue should be applied to 
the grooves and all holes should be predrilled to prevent timber/MDF from splitting. 
Screws used should be as per the recommendations of the manufacturer. 

Fitting a Winder Flight. 
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Step 6: Position the next string into the joint with the upper string. The winder 
tread should also be located into the trenching on the lower string. Adhesive should 
be applied to both trenchings. The tennon on the outer string should locate into 
the mortise hole on the newel post. Adhesive should be applied to both surfaces 
and dowels inserted through predrilled holes. Note: Dowels should be glued and 
excess adhesive removed with a damp cloth. 

Fitting a Winder Flight. 
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Fitting a Winder Flight. 
Step 7: Fix supporting glue blocks underneath treads. Blocks should be applied 
using adhesive and secured by a mechanical fixing as per manufacturers 
recommendation. 

Note: On a standard private stair 4 x blocks should be applied under each of the 
winder treads. 
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Fitting a Winder Flight. 
Step 8: Securely fix the winder to the adjacent supporting wall by ensuring min 
1No 5mm screw fixing is installed at the end of both wall strings where they form 
the corner of the quarter turn/winder box.
.

For further information contact the BWF Stair Scheme
www.bwfstairscheme.org.uk
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.
Eg. Top ten tips to 
avoid common 
staircase problems
1-page A4 pdf

Eg. House Builders 
Procurement 
Checklist
2-page A4 pdf

Eg. Site Managers 
Checklist
2-page A4 pdf

An ever growing 
range of information is 
available:
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http://www.woodwindowalliance.com/medialibrary/uploads/Documents/pdf/Narrow cavity IGU advice note.pdf
http://www.woodwindowalliance.com/medialibrary/uploads/Documents/pdf/Narrow cavity IGU advice note.pdf
http://www.woodwindowalliance.com/medialibrary/uploads/Documents/pdf/Installation guidelines 16.1.15.pdf
http://www.woodwindowalliance.com/medialibrary/uploads/Documents/pdf/Installation guidelines 16.1.15.pdf
http://www.woodwindowalliance.com/medialibrary/uploads/Documents/pdf/Maintenance guidelines 2015.pdf
http://www.woodwindowalliance.com/medialibrary/uploads/Documents/pdf/Maintenance guidelines 2015.pdf
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and 
remember 
it’s all in the 
badge…


